
The United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (“EPA”) recently 
published a draft guidance docu-
ment entitled “Best Management 
Practices for Unused Pharmaceuti-

cals at Health Care Facilities” in response to 
the discovery of pharmaceuticals at very low 
concentrations in the U.S. waters. This guid-
ance is aimed at promoting proper pharmaceu-
tical management practices at hospitals, medi-
cal clients, doctor’s offices, long-term care 
facilities and veterinary facilities to reduce any 
impact which may be caused by the mentioned 
sectors. 

The draft guidance contains recommendations 
the EPA developed after conducting numerous 
site visits, consulting with certain of the men-
tioned sectors, and reviewing hospital disposal 
data on unused pharmaceuticals. The practices 
are a combination of the recommended and 
implemented practices and intend to deal with 
proper unused pharmaceutical management 
and disposal. 

The proposed practices address: 

• Inventory and purchasing controls 

• Practices for identifying and managing  
these types of wastes 

• Waste minimization practices 

• Unused pharmaceuticals disposal practices 
to comply with applicable Federal and 
State disposal regulations 

EPA is requesting public comments to this 
guidance. Comments must be submitted by 
November 8, 2010. Comments received after 
this date may not be incorporated into the 
final guidance document, which is planned to 
be published in late 2010. 

For further information concerning this 
matter, and specifically on how to obtain a 
copy of the guidance or submit comments to 
the same, you may contact us at your 
convenience. 
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We at Goldman remain committed in assisting you and your business to adjust to changes in the law. For 
further information you may contact Gretchen Mendez at 787.759.4207 (gmendez@gaclaw.com); or Alicia 
Lamboy at 787.759.4144 (alamboy@gaclaw.com). 
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Disclaimer:  Although the information included in this document may concern legal issues, it is not a 
legal opinion or professional advice and clients shall not use it as such. We assume no responsibility or 
liability of any kind for any information contained herein, and we expressly disclaim all liability for any 
claim for damages arising from the use, reference to, or reliance on, such information. If legal or other 
expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional should be sought. 
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